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Wdmen shi ’

Language Functions:
@ Saying hello, introducing oneself and inquiring about somebody’s name.

@ Expressing quantity from 1to 10.

8 Di-yi ke °
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Wdmen yOU si ge rén.
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1 | XK dajia everybody
2 | KEHF dajia hdo hello everybody!
3 | 4% wd l; me
4 | ™ jiao to call; to be called (hamed)
5 | &A1 wdmen we; Us
6 | & shi am/is/are; yes
7 | A you to have; there is/are
8 | A~ geé (classifier)
9 | A rén person; people; human being

£4 Proper Nouns

MREA A Lin Mingjié Lin Mingjie (hame)

2= B LT Chéng Li Cheng (hame)
IE Wadng Hadi Wang Hai (name)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
— - = ) B I~ X AN 0 +
yi er sdn si wl lit qi ba jiu shi
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© # and &
To turn a singular personal pronoun into a plural personal pronoun, you just need to
add the suffix 117 to the singular pronoun. The rule also applies to certain nouns.

Examples: & wo (I; me) » #&11 women (we; us)
& ni (singularyou) » 417 nimen (plural you)
# )7 laoshi (teacher) » % )77 ldoshimen (teachers)

€ Classifier

Classifiers (also called measure words) are used together with numerals to indicate
the quantity of a noun.
The classifier /> (ge) is generally pronounced with a neutral sound (ge).

Examples: #4~A wt ge rén (5 people)
A A4 wl bén shii (5 books)
A 7 & wu zhi nido (5 birds)

© Full stop punctuation mark

In Chinese, the full stop punctuation mark () is written as (. ), "
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H SC i 44 Chinese Names

In Chinese, the surname or family name is placed before the personal name.
Common Chinese personal names can be composed of a single word or two words.

Examples: &7 £4% ., WO jiao Wang Hai  » £ =surname,

# = single word personal name
KM A&, WS jido Lin Mingjié » #& = surname,
B A& = two-word personal name
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The Great Four!

RG] (—) Ketdng huédong (yi) (LIS DVh L))
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...... Wémen shi ...... We are ......

Q Join your classmates to form a group of 4 students.

@ Assign the coolest possible name to your group.

@ Take turns with other groups to introduce your group by following the example in the

reading text above. $£—iE Di-yi ke e



PEEF Pinyin

Pinyin is the standardised system of romanised spelling for Chinese.

There are three parts of pinyin, i.e.: the initial consonants, vowels,
and the tone marks.

We shall learn all parts of pinyin in this book, with more time spent
on distinguishing and practicing the sounds or phonemes that are

distinctly different from the sounds common to English speakers.

Example: Character Pinyin

R da

[13 7

- da » “d” is the initial consonant, “a” is the vowel, and

[1 7

on top of the “a” is the tone mark.

[1 7

N sign

® There are 4 tones in Mandarin Chinese:
st tone (™), 2nd tone ( 4 ), 3rd tone ( V ), 4th tone ( N\

¢ Plus one additional neutral tone.
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427 Qingshéng Neutral Tone l

InMandarin Chinese, there arealso syllables
that are not pronounced with either 4 tones
above. It is pronounced short and lightly.
Such neutral tone syllables do not have any
tone mark on top of them.

Objective: To be able to distinguish and remember the 4 tones

in Chinese.

(1) Split the class into 4 groups of students.

(2) Assign each group to memorise either one of the 4 tones in Chinese, with no two
groups having the same tone.

(3) Each group takes 2 minutes to practice their own tone, and then the teacher shall
read the following sentence:

RE TR ™ £ &,
Dajia hdo! W6 jiao Wang Hai .

(a) Teacher then reads out the sentence again, word by word, and the group that is
assigned with memorising the tone of the word has to repeat the tone only by
saying “a” plus the tone, e.g.:

Teacher says Xk, group assigned with the 4th tone says: a
Teacher says K, group assigned with the 1st tone says: a

(5) Repeat until every group gets the right tone as assigned. Then, the whole class
reads out the tones in the sentence together (by replacing the words with “a”“).

a a a,a a a a
(&) Now repeat the whole sentence in proper words and tones (see sentence in point

3 above for reference).
#—32 Diyi ke a



© FRMEAE Shaengmii hé yiinmi ||
Consonants and Vowels

(1) The pinyin initial consonants below generally read like their counterparts in English.
However the vowel i has no exact equivalent in English:

e The vowel 0 is voiced/ pronounced by shaping your lips as if you are about to say the
word “you”, but saying “ee” instead of “you”.

¢ The single syllable words with the sound of 0, are denoted as “yu” in pinyin.
Example: £ yu (fish)

*Note: Pinyin pronunciation as compared to English phonetics can be read in attachment
“Initial consonants and vowels in Mandarin Chinese”.

(R
2 $FF % > Pinyin lianx{ Pinyin Practice I|
e HESEYE

Listen to the audio and write down the pinyin of the vowels and the initial
consonants that you hear.

] _ a 6 n _
2 | g 7 n___
3 di 8 |




